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SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS CHAPTERS
Leo Vlnccy and Horace Holly make their

way back to England after their terrible
adventures In nor but of unrest
Is In them and Leo especially burns to see
his lost once more It remem-
bered when Ayesha perished In the flames
tf the Pillar of Life she called to her lover
that she would come and would once
more beautiful finally tortured by

Loo le on the verse of taking his
life when a vision comes to him in which
ho sees Ayeshuand Is guided by her to

lfre she be found ThC place seems
to be in Asia and h distinguishing feature
JK a fir crowiiotl peak Tho two
jsf i so in sapreli of this and after sixteen
j ars v andtrlnsV wino tp a Jn-

iitf wl re tntsy find lama
ntnifil Kouca fiojprofessosHo have seen
l ns mars l efore u woman who answers
tli Je rifltlon of She and who aewnod
to in nirs sonic of her power lie tells the
two trav rjers that lie believe this mysterious
unman wily it found on the farther side
nf a welnlgh imiiassable mountain raiiK-

nitlicr they journey and after frightful
lian hlNi rti h the and of Kaloon where
tiiy art ho ritnbly wdved l v V ne the
Khaniu or queen They leant that on tho
rr Tuwned niiuntadi which they are

f and which Is not far away Is
what ns known as the College of lies isms

iUi v Tburpln fire tended by iv my-
IcrioUBprtrxfsn veiled The
inhabitants of Kalbon and the people of the

have tolls beun on unfriendly
but tliffti Is now A sort of armed

ucf both itjo agreeing not to Invade each
territory jjonalty of war

worse IP on n the priestess has learnedif the of the uco strangers across
tio riioantalM hasTRent word to that
fffrct t Kllanla together with the de-
j aHi that they be sent to her But Atene

In love vlth Iy o and rowdies to wet
Mm oven Uil will necraaltate herdoing with husband tinFlip the v lteit that thearrangers hive arrival but that they arc
both and iittynlntMy worn thatwM I iiml l to o y her behest to

in t int 10 her d mmiir Wolly soon
i r that th beautiful IH In
wltt t Iwfmfv coKiilzniit of thev iioi rs rtimiiiaiulM HIM the Khanhis-ntirliyn JlBrrjnixl thrwush

c n r al Mi Ixtwren Attjjie andJ r jr atiinr Simlirl Khaiiius
i i awrlntK thou i n nie from his

ben nhrn thvy air a nillew
instant inr iutt Ihiii m l on flMlck IOi the

I ails liun Ii4 dct niilnd in a hurt offury o put thctn tf kllln-
ti Khan after a night of rest on an
ixlHTKl in the rlvm they pr re to enter tinimxtnrfriui nuruntalii io try The Kliaiita

n aVe l of the land In
j r tt ill iiij ii i tutu killed hilt

in aJvninfln to the Mountain of Inre-
V HMIJ U t KJmnte dccktroo that ho will

them thai it fat hw fat The twwiiivajiturew itfWnm by a nyM rlauj masked
ho Kiifili gully where

4MtoundeU l y a Imtxl f naUv
ii t thr t nedHttftk Is by
it nln Mlent gesture masked

V IIMII throw herself before them

CHAPTER
A siKht of r IOWA on to their Inc g-

Wht th i wild IIHM everyoup of them
Js lightning stroKe Jind in an
Install ortt if cxlstcncf-
Tl n ifjt hrr arm and IXMJkoriert
whereon a great fellow who I suppose

the of the band
crept toward with bowed head sub
mitmlve a a bfaten dog To him she
ntd signs pointing to UK pointing to
lh farott peak ciotwlng and uncrossing
lior vhit nraip Mi arras but o far its
I could heal no word It was

viO nt that chief understood her
however for ho said something in 1-
1ruttural lHiMuaBC Then he uttered his
shrill whistle whereon the hand arose
and departed tinnee full speed tide-
way und that so that In another min
ute they had vanished w quickly ais
they came

Now otir guide motioned to us to pro-
ceed and led the way ait calmly
ILS though nothing had happened

Fur over two hours we went on
till our pa th brought us from the nivlue
on to a prj jy declivity acroiw which
It wound its way Hero natonish
mcnt we found a lire burning and
hanging above the fire an earthetiwaru

which wits on the boll although
could see no man tending It The figure
signaled to mr to dismount iwliiting to
the put in token that we were t6 eat
the food which doubtless she had or
dered tho wild men to for u
and very glad WHS I to obey her Pro-
vision had been made for the horse also
for near the fire lay a great bundle of
green forage

While Leo offsaddlqd tho beast and
spread the provender for it taking with
me a spare vessel that lay
ready I went to the edge of the torrent
to drink and steep my wounded arm in
itc Icecold stream This relieved it
greatly though by now 1 was sure from
various thut the brute

fangs ho J fortunately only broken
or Injured the small bone a discovery
for which I was thankful enough Hav-
ing finished attending to It as well an
I was able I Jllled the Jar with wetter

On my way back a thought struck
me and going to whore our mysterious
guide stood still as Lots wjfc after
had been turned into a of trait I
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offered it to her hoping that she would
unveil her face and drink Then for the
first time she showed some sign of be-
ing human or so I thought for it
seemed to mo that she bowed ever so
little In acknowledgment of the courte
sy If I may have been mis

was all for the next Instant
she turned her back on me to show that
it was declined So she would not or
for aught I knew could not drink
Neither would she eat for when Leo
tried her afterward with food she re
fused it in like fashion

Meanwhile he had taken the pot ort
the fire and as soon as its contents grew
cool enough we fell on them eagerly for
we were starving After wo had eaten
old drunk Leo redressed my arm as
best he could and wo rested a while
Indeed I think that being very tired
we began to doze for I awakened
by a shadow falling on us and looked up
to see our corpselike guide standing
close by and pointing first to the sun
tnen at the horse as though to how us
that we had far to travel St we

up and went on again re
freshed for at least we were no longer
ravenous

All the rest of that day we journeyed-
on up the grassy slopes seeing no man
although occasionally we heard the wild
whistle which told us that we were be-
ing watched by the mountain
By sundown the character of the coun-
try had changed for the grass was re-
placed with rocks among which grew
stunted firs We had left the lower
slopes and were beginning to climb the
mountain itself

The sun sank and we went on through
the twilight The twilight died and we
went on through the dark our path lit
only by the stars and the faint radiance
of the glowing pillar of smoke above the
peak wiiich was reflected onto us from
the mighty mantle of its snows For
ward we tolled while a few paces ahead
of us walked our unwearying guide 3f
she had seemed weird and Inhuman be-
fore now she appeared a very ghost as
clad in her graveyard white upon which
the faint light shimmered never

never looking back she glided on
noiselessly between the black rocks and
the twisted dark green firs and junipers

Soon wo lout all count of the road
W turned this way and turned that

way we passed an open patch and
through the shadows of a grove till at
length as tho moqn rose wo entered a
ravine and following a path that ran
down it came place which Is best
described as a large cut
b the hand of nut it re out of the rock of
the mountain Evidently it was chosen
as a place of defense for its entrance
was narrow and tortuous built up at the
end also so that only one person could
past gateway at a time Within an
open space and at its further side stood
low stone houses built against the rock
In front of these houses tho moonlight
shining full upon them were gathered
several hundred men and women ar-
ranged in a semicircle and in alternate
companies who appeared to be engaged
in the celebration of some rite

It was wild enough In front of them
and In the exact center of the semicircle
stood a gigantic redbearded man who
was naked except for a skin girdle about
his loins lie watt swinging himself
backward and forward his hands rest
ing upon his hips and at he swung
shouting something like Ho haha ho
When he bent toward the audience It
bent toward him and every time he
straightened himself It echoed his final
shout of Ho in a volume of sound
thut made the precipices ring was
this all for perched upon his hairy head
with arched back and waving tall stood-
a great white cat

Anything stranger indeed more
fantastic than the effect of this
scene lit by bright moonlight and
set In that wild arena It was never my
lot to witnecp The redhstired half
nuked men and women the gigantic
priest the mystical white cat that
ripping his scalp with Its claws waved
its tall and seemed to take a port in the
performance the unholy chant and its

chorus nil helped to make It
extraordinarily This struck
UE the more perhaps because at the
time we could not in the least guess
Its significance though we imagined that
It must be preliminary to some sacrifice-
or offering It was like the fragment
of a nightmare preserved by the awak
ened senses In all Its mad meaningless
reality

Now round the open space where
these savages were celebrating their
worship or whatever It might be ran
a rough stone wall about six feet in
height in which wall was a gateway
Toward this we advanced quite unseen
for upon our side ot the wall grew
many stunted Through these
pines our guide led us till in the thick-
est of them sonic few yards from the
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gateway and a little to the right

of It she motioned to us to stop
Then she went to a low place in the

wall and stood there as though slit
were considering the scene beyond It
seemed to us indeed that she saw what
she had not expected and was thereby
perplexed or angered Presently shetp
Itcared to make up her mind for again

motioned to us to remain where we
were enjoining silence upon us by plac-
ing her swathed hand upon the mask
that hid her face Next moment she was
gone How she went or whither 1 can-
not say all we knew was that she was
30 longor there

What shall we do now whispered
leo to me

Stay where we are till shin comes
leek again or something happens I
answered

So there being nothing else to be done
we stayed hoping that the horse would
not betray nus by neighing or that
we might not be otherwise discovered
since we were certain that It so we
should be In danger of our lives Very
soon however we forgot the anxieties-
of our own position in the study of the
wild scene before us which now began
to develop a fearful interest

It would seem that what has becn de
drama itself and that this drama was
scribed was but preliminary to tho
the trial of certain people forthclr lives
This we could guess for after a while
the Incantation ceased and the crowd In
front of the big man with the cat upon
his head opened out while behind him-
a column of smoke rose into the air as
though light had been set to some sunk
furnace

Into the space that had thus been
cleared were now led seven persons
whose hands were tied behind them
They were of both sexes and Included
an old man and a wwnmn with a tall
and handsome figure who appeared to
be quite young scarcely more than a
girl indeed These seven were ranged
in a line where they stood clearly in
great fear for the old man fell upon his
knees and one of the women began to
sob Thus they were left a while

to allow the fire behind them to
burn up which it soon did with great
fierceness throwing a vivid light upon
every detail of the spectacle

Now all was ready and a man
brought a wooden tray to the red
bearded priest who was seated on a
stool the white cat upon his knees
whither we had seen it leap from his
head a little while before He took the
tray by its handles and at a word from
him thee cat jumped on to it and sat
there Then amid the most intense si-

lence he rose and uttered some prayer
apparently to the cat which sat facing
him This done he turned the tray
round so that the creatures back was
now toward him and advancing to the
line of prisoners began to walk up and
down in front of them which he did
several times at each turn drawing a
little nearer

Holding out the tray he presented it
at the face of the prisoner on the left
whereon the cat rose arched Its back
and beganto lift its paws up anddown
Presently he moved to the next pris
oner and held it before him a while and
so on till he came to the fifth that
young woman of whom I hate spoken
Now the cat grew very angry for in the
deathlike stillness we could hear it spit
ting and growling At length it seemed
to lift its paws and strike the girl upon
the face whereon she screamed aloud
a terrible scream Then all the audi
ence broke out into a shout a single
word which we understood for we had
heard one very like it used by the peo
ple of the plain It was Witch Witch
Witch

Executioners who were waiting for the
victim to be chosen in this ordeal by
cat rushed forward and seizing
girl began to drag her toward the lire
The prisoner who was standing by her
and whom we rightly guessed to be her
husband tried to protect her but his
arms being bound poor fellow he could
do nothing One of tho executioners
knocked him down with a stick For a
moment his wife escaped and threw

upon him but the brutes lifted her
up again haling her toward the fire
while all the audience shouted wildly

I cant stand this said Leo its
murder and he

drew his sword
Best leave the beasts alone I an

swered doubtfully though my own
blood was boiling in my veins

Whether he heard or not I do not
know for the next thing I saw was
Leo rushing through the gate waving
the Khans sword and shouting at the
top of his voice Then I struck my
heels into the ribs of the horse and fol-
lowed after him In ten seconds wo
were among them As wo came the
savages fell back this way and that
staring at us amazed for at first i
think they took us for apparitions Thus
Leo on foot and I galloping after him
we came to the place

The executioners and their victim
were near the lire now a very great
lire of resinous pine logs built in a pit
that measured about eight feet across
Close to It sat the priest upon his stool
watching the scene with a cruel smile
and rewarding the cat with little gob-
bets of raw meat that he took from a
leathern pouch at his side occupations
in which he was so deeply engaged that
he never saw us until we were right on
to him

Shouting Leave alone you
blackguards Leo rushed at the execu-
tioners and with a single blow of his
sword severed the arm of one of them
who gripped the woman by the nape of
the noel

With a yell of pain and rage the man
sprang back and stood waving the
stump toward the people and staring at
it wildly In the confusion that fol
lowed I saw the victim slip front the
hands of her astonished wouldbe mur-
derers and run Into the darkness where
she vanished Also 1 saw the witch-
doctor spring up still holding the tray
on which the cut was sitting and heard
him begin to shout a perfect torrent of
furious abuse at Leo who in reply
waved his sword and cursed him round
ly in English and ninny other languages

Then of a sudden the cat upon the
tray Infuriated I suppose by time noise
and the Interruption of meal sprang
straight at Leos face He appeared to
catch it In midair with his left hand
and with all his strength dashed it to
the ground where it lay writhing and
screeching Then as though by an af
terthought he stooped picked the dev
Illsli creature up again and hurled it into
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the heart of the fire for he was mad
with rage and knew not what he did

At the sight of that awful sacrilege
for such it was to them who worshiped
this gasp jof horror rose from
the spectators followed by It howl of
execration Then like a wave of the sea
they at us I suw Leo cut one
man down and next instant I wns off
the horse and being dragged the
furnace At the edge of it I met Leo
in like plight but fighting furiously for
his strength WitS great and they were
half afraid of him

Why couldnt you leave tie cat
nlone I shouted at him In idldtic re
monstance for my brain hurl
all 1 knew was that we were about to
be thrown into the fiery pit Already
I was over it I felt the flames singe
my hair and saw its red caverns await-
ing me of a sudden the brutal
hands that held me were unloosened
and I fell backward to the ground
where I lay staring upward

This was what I saw Standing in

beasta
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I
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toward
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when

But still the wretch writhed before
tic draped form and howled for mercy

Messenger said the high priest
with thee the power goes Declare

thy decree
Then our guide lifted her hand slow

ly and pointed to the fire At once
the man turned ghastly white

and foil back as I think quite dead
slalrt by his own terror

Now many of the people had fled
but remained and to these
priest called In cold tones bidding them
approach They obeyed creeping to-
ward him

Look ho pointing to the man
and tremble at the Justice of

the mother Ay be sure
is with him so shall it be with
one of who dares to defy

and to practice sorcery and mur
der Lift up that dead dog whoyour chief

Some of them crept forward and did
his bidding

east him Into the bed which
he had made ready for his victims
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Staggering forward to the edge of the
flaming pit they obeyed and the great
body fell with a crash among the burn-
Ing boughs and vanished there

Listen you people said the priest
and learn that this man deserved his

dreadful doom Know you why lie pur
posed to kill that woman whom the
strangers saved Because his familiar
marked her as a witch you think I

you it was not so It was because
she being fair he would have taken her
from her husband as lie had tauten
many another and shei refused
But the eye salt the voice spoke and
the Messenger did judgment He is
caught in his own snare and o shall
you he every one of you who dares to
think evil in his heart or to do it with
hits hands

Such is the just decree of tho Ilesoa
spoken by her from her throne amid

fires of the mountain

CHAPTER XIII

Beneath the Shadowing Wings
One by one the terrified tribesmen

crept away When the last of them
were gone the priest advanced to Leo
and saluted him by placing his hand
upon his forhcad

Lord he said In the same corrupt
0 redan dialect which was used by the
courtiers of Kaloon I will not ank if

are hurt since from the moment
you tattered the sacred river and

set foot within this land you and your
companion were protected by a power
Invisible and could not be harmed by
man or spirit however great may have

your danger Yet vile hands
have been laid upon you and this is the
command of the mother whom I serve
that If you desire It ovory one or those
men who touched you shall die before
your eyes Say Is that your will

tell

him
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answered they were mad
blind let no blood be shed for us

All we ask of you friend but how are
you called

Name me Oros hr answered
Friend Oros a good title for one who

dwjolls upon the mountain all we ask is
food and shelter and led swiftly
Into the presence of her whom you
mother that oracle whose wisdom we
have traveled far to seek

He bowed and answered The
and shelter are prepared and tomorrow
when you have rested I am commanded-
to conduct you whither you desire to be
Follow me I pnty you and b preceded
as post the fieri pit to a building that

Ood about fifty yards away against
the rock wall of the ampitheater

It would seem that it was a
or at least had been made ready

to serve that purpose ns in it lamps
were lit and a fire fur here the
air was cold The was divided
into two rooms the second of them a
sleeping place to which he led us
through the first

and
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Now the Cat Grew Very Angry for in the Deathlike Stillness We Could Hear It Spitting and Growling At Length-

It Seemed to Lift Its Paws and Strike the Girl Upon the Face

front of the fire her draped form quiv
ering as though with rage was our
ghostlylooking guide who pointed
with her hand at the gigantic red
headed witchdoctor But she was no
longer alone for with her wore a score
or more of men clad In white robes antI
armed with swords blackeyed ascetic
looking men with cleanshaven heads
and faces

At the sight of them terror had seized
that multitude which mad as goaded
bulls but a few seconds before now
lied In every direction like sheep
frightened by a wolf The leader of
the whiterobed priests a man with a
gentle face which when at rest was
clothed in a perpetual smile was ad
dresBing the medicine man timid I un-
derstood something of his talk

Dog he said In effect speaking In
a smooth measured voice that yet tens
terrible accursed dog beastworahip-
T what were you about to do to the

guests of the mTglity mother of the
mountain I it for this that you and
your idolatries have been spared so
long Answer If you have anything

Answer quickly for your time is
short

With a groan of fear the great fellow
liming himself upon his knees not to the
head priest who questioned him but
before the quivering shape of our guide
and to her put up halfarticulate
fQ mercy

Cease said the high priest she is
tin minister who judges and the sword
that strikes 1 am the ears and the
voice and toll you
about o cast those men whom you were
commanded to receive hospitably lulu
yonder flfe b they saved the vIe

your dovelrio and killed the Imp
you cherished Nay I saw it nil Know
thut it wns but a trap set to entailyou who have been allowed to live
tu j lung
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Enter he said for you will
to cleanse yourselves and you her
he addressed to
treated for that hurt to your arm which
you had from the Jaws of the great
hound

How know you that I naked
It matters not if I do know and have

made ready Oros answered gravely
This second room was lighted

warmed like the first moreover heated
water stood in basins of metal and
the beds were laid clean linen garment
and darkcolored hooded robes
with rich fur Also upon a little tobk
were ointments bandages and splints
marvelous thing to for it toW me
that the very nature of my hurt
been divined But I naked no more
questions 1 was too weary moreover
knew that it would be

Now priest Oros helped me to re-
move my tattered robe undoing
the rough bandages upon my arm wash
ed it gently with warm weather In
which mixed some spirit and exam-
ined it with the skill of a trained doctor

The fangs rent deep he said and
the small bone is broken but you wilt
take no harm save for scars which
must remain Then having treated
the wounds with ointment be wrapped
the limb such a delicate touch that
It scarcely pained me saying that by
the morrow the sweBfmc would have
gone down and he would set the bone
This Indeed happened

After it Watt done he helped me to
wash and clothe myself In the clean
garment and put a sling about my
neck to serve a rest for mjr arm
Meanwhile Leo had dressed
self so that we left the to-

gether very different men to the foul
bloodstained wanderers who had enter-
ed there In the outer room we found
food prepared for us of which we at
with a heart and without

need
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speaking Then blind with weariness
we returned to the other chamber and
having removed our outer garments
flung ourselves upon the beds and were
soon In sleep

At some time in the night I woke
suddenly at what hour I do not know
as certain people wake I among them
when their room is entered even with

mho slightest noise Before I
my eyes I felt tha some one was

with us in the place Nor was I
A little lamp still burned in the

chamber a mere wick floating Jn oil
und by its light I saw a dim ghost-
like form standing near the door In
deed I thought almost that it was a
ghost till presently I remembered
knew it for our corpselike guide who

at the
on which Leo lay or so I thought for
the head was bent In that direction

At first she was quite still then she
moaned aloud e tow and terriblermoan
which seemed to well from thee very
heart

So the thing was not dumb as I haS
believed Evidently it could suffer and
express Its sufferings in a human fash
Ion Look it was wringing its padded
hands as In an excess of woe Now it
would seem that Leo began to feel its
Influence also for he stirred and spoke
in his sleep so low at first that I could
only distinguish the tongue he used
which was Arabic Presently caught-
a f w words

Ayeshn he Aycsha y

The figure glided toward him and
stopped He sat up In the bed still fast
asleep for his eyes wore shut He
stretched out his as though seek-
ing one whom he would embrace and
spoke again in a low and passionate
voice

Aycsha through life and death I have
sought thee long Come me mY god
dess my desired

The figure glided yet nearer and I
could see that it was trembling and now
its arms were extended also

At the bedside she halted and
laid himself down again Now the cov
erings had fallen back exposing
breast where lay the leather satchel
lie always wore that which contained
the lock of Ayeshas hair He was fast
asleep and the figure seemed to fix its
eyes upon this satchel Presently It did
note for with surprising deftness those
whitewrapped fingers opened Its clasp
yes and drew out the long tress of
shining hair Long and earnestly she
gazed at it then gently replaced the
relic closed the satchel and for a little
while seemed to weep While she stood
thus the Leo once more
stretched out his arms and spoke say
Ing In the same passionladen voice

Come to me my darling my beauti
ful my beautiful

At those words with a little muffled
scream like that of a scared nightbird
the figure turned and flitted through the
doorway

When I was quite certain that she
had gone I gasped aloud

What might this mean I wondered
In a very agony of bewilderment ThU
could certainly be no dream it was real
for I was wide awake Indeed what
did it all mean Who was the ghastly
mummylike thing which had guided us
unharmed through such terrible dan-
gers the messenger that all men feared
who could strike down a brawny

with motion of ns hand Why
did it creep into the place thus at dead
of night like a spirit revisiting one

Why did its presence cause me
to awake and Leo to dream Why did
it draw out the indeed how
knew it that this tress was hidden
there And why at thosa
tender and passionate words did it fleo
away at last like some scared bat

The priest Oros had called our guide
minister and sword mat is one who
carries out decrees But what If
were Its own decrees What If
thing should be she whom we sought
Ayesha herself Why should I tremble
at the thought seeing that if so our
quest was ended we had achieved Oh
it must be because about this being
there was something terrible something
unhuman and appalling If Ajesha
lived within those mummy cloths then
it was a different Ayesna whom we had
known and worshiped Well could I
remember the whitedraped form of
SheWhoMustBeObeyed and how
long before she revealed her glorious
face to us we guessed the beauty and
the majesty hidden beneath that veil by
which her radiant life ana loveliness In-
carnate could not be disguised

But what of this creature I would
not pursue the thought I was mistaken
Doubtless she was what the priest Oros
had halfsupernatural being
to whom certain powers were given
and doubtless she had come to spy on
us in our rest that she might make re-
port to the giver of those powers

Comforting myself thus I fell asleep
again for fatigue overcame even such
doubts and fears In the morning when
they were naturally less vivid I made
up my mind that for various reasons-
it would be wisest to say nothing ot
what I had seen to Leo Nor indeed
did I do so until some days had gone
byWhen I awoke the full light Was
pouring Into the chamber and by it I
saw the priest Oros standing at my
bedside I sat up and asked him what
time it was to which he answered with
a smile but in a low voice that it
Jacked but two hours of midday adding
that he had come to set my arm Now-
I saw why he spoke low for Leo
still fust asleep

Let him rest on lie said as he un
did the wrappings on my arm
has suffered much and he continued
significantly may still have more to
suffer

What do you mean friend Oroa I
asked sharply I thought you told u
that we were sale upon this mountain

I told you friend and he looked
at me

Holly Is my name
Friend Holly that your bodies are

safe I said nothing the rest ot
you Man is more than flesh and blood

is mind and spirit as well and these
can be injured also

Who is there that would Injure
them I asked

Friend he answered gravely you
antI companion have come to a
haunted land not as mere wanderers for
then you would be dead ere now but of
set purpose seeking tQ lift the veil
from mysteries which have been hid for-
ages Well your aim is known and It
may chance that It will be achieved
But if this well is lifted It may chance
also that you wilt find what shall send
your souls shivering to despair and mad
ness S y are you not afraidT

Tj Be Continued Next Sunday
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